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GENERAL TIPS 
• Learn any keyboard shortcuts for the tools you use a lot as they will massively speed 

up the process 

• Because you will probably want to change things as work progresses, working 

non-destructively will make things much simpler (Lightroom does this automatically, 

but Photoshop needs layers) 

MY EDITING WORKFLOW 
• Global adjustments – adjustments that change the entire image 

• Local adjustments – adjustments applied using Lightroom’s masking tools 

• If more control is needed, click Photo > Edit In > Edit in Photoshop… (or File > Edit in 

Photoshop in Lr) 

LIGHTROOM 
I have customised my Lightroom Classic Develop module so that it is setup in a way that suits 

my workflow: 

• Right-click one of the Develop panels on the right > Customize Develop Panel… 

• Drag the panels into a preferred order, and/or hide panels you do not use 

I have also set my Lightroom to run in ‘Solo Mode’ so that it hides any panels I am not using: 

• Right-click a Develop panel > Solo Mode 

• In Lr, click the ellipsis (…) > Single Panel Mode 

LIGHTROOM SHORTCUTS 
Command/Tool Shortcut 

Develop Module ........................................................................ D 

Hide/show panels ..................................................................... Tab 

Library Module grid view......................................................... G 

Crop overlay (LrC) ..................................................................... R 

Crop overlay (Lr) ........................................................................ C 

Switch crop between landscape/portrait ............................ X 

‘Lights Out’ mode (LrC; cycle)................................................. L 

Show/hide adjustment overlay .............................................. O 

Change overlay colour (cycle) ................................................ Shift+O 

Linear/radial gradient ............................................................... Shift+drag to keep straight/circular 

Adjust for clipping ..................................................................... Alt+drag Whites/Black 

Expand tonal range ................................................................... Shift+double-click Whites/Blacks 

Reset any slider (LrC) ................................................................ Double-click its name 

Reset any slider (Lr)................................................................... Click its name 

Reset a group of sliders (LrC) ................................................. Double-click the group name 

Reset a group of sliders (Lr) .................................................... Alt+click the group name 
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PHOTOSHOP 
As Photoshop has many tools and they cannot all be covered here, the ones I usually start 

with are the Spot Healing Brush Tool and the Patch Tool as they are both reasonably quick 

and good at what they do. 

REMOVE TOOL 

I always make any sort of repairs on a separate layer if possible so that I have got more 

flexibility if needed. 

1. At the bottom of the Layers panel, click Create New Layer to add a blank layer above 

the current one 

2. In the Tools panel, select the Remove Tool (nested with the Spot Healing Brush) 

3. In the Options Bar, tick Sample All Layers 

4. Click, or click-and-drag across any marks to be repaired (tip: click the ‘tick’ in the 

Options Bar if Remove after each stroke is ticked) 

SPOT HEALING BRUSH TOOL 

As with the Spot Healing Brush Tool, it is worth using the Remove Tool on a layer. This can 

be the same as the Spot Healing Brush layer if you wish, but ideally not the same layer as the 

original image. 

1. In the Tools panel, select the Spot Healing Brush Tool 

2. In the Options Bar at the top of the screen, ensure Sample All Layers is ticked so that 

the blank layer can be used to repair the other layer in the file 

3. Click, or click-and-drag across any marks to be repaired (TIP: try not to cross lines and 

edges as the Spot Healing Brush will probably smudge them) 

4. If any changes need to be removed, either undo them or use the Eraser Tool on the 

healing layer to erase them 

PATCH TOOL 

As with the previous tools, it is worth using the Patch Tool on a layer. 

1. In the Tools panel, select the Patch Tool (nested with the Spot Healing Brush) 

2. In the Options Bar, change the ‘Patch’ mode to Content-Aware and tick Sample All 

Layers 

3. Click-and-drag around the area to be fixed to select it 

4. Move the mouse inside the area – the pointer will change to display a ‘patch’ 

5. Click-and-drag the area to part of the image to use to repair the area – when you let 

go, the area will be copied and blended into the area to repair 

NAMING AND GROUPING LAYERS 

As you will likely end up with many layers, it can be worthwhile naming and grouping them to 

help you work later. 
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To name a layer: 

1. In the Layers panel, double-click its existing name 

2. Type the new name, and press Enter 

To group layers: 

1. In the Layers panel, click the first layer to include in the group 

2. Hold Shift and click the last layer to be included 

3. At the bottom of the Layers panel, click the Create a new group (‘folder’) icon, or 

press Ctrl+G 

4. The group can be renamed in the same way as layers 

DODGING AND BURNING 

It may be necessary to lighten or darken small areas of the image to refine it. As with most 

things, there are a myriad of ways to do this. 

1. At the bottom of the Layers panel, click Create a new layer 

2. Click Edit > Fill… 

3. Select 50% Gray and click OK 

4. At the top of the Layers panel, change the layer’s blending mode to ‘Soft Light’ – it 

will seem to disappear (Soft Light only reveals areas that are lighter or darker than 

50% grey) 

5. In the Tools panel, select the Dodge Tool or Burn Tool (press O) as required 

6. Paint on the new layer to lighten or darken where needed 

PHOTOSHOP KEYBOARD SHORTCUTS 
Command/Tool Shortcut 

Zoom In ....................................................................................... Ctrl+ 

Zoom Out .................................................................................... Ctrl- 

Zoom to fit screen ..................................................................... Ctrl+0 

Zoom to 100% ........................................................................... Ctrl+1 

Spot Healing Brush Tool .......................................................... J (Shift+J) 

Patch Tool ................................................................................... J (Shift+J) 

Eraser Tool .................................................................................. E 

Group layers into ‘folder’ ......................................................... Ctrl+G 

Dodge Tool ................................................................................. O (Shift+O) 

Burn Tool .................................................................................... O (Shift+O) 
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PHOTOSHOP TOOLS 

 

THE LAYERS PANEL 

 

 

Spot Healing Brush Tool/Patch Tool 

Dodge Tool/Burn Tool 

Eraser Tool 

Opacity 

Smart Object 

Create New Layer 

Layer Group 


